
E U R O P E A N  C O U R T  
OF 

H U M A N  R I G H T $  

The Regl~try of rha P.iltqwm Cnurt of Hutman Rights haa rcneived your commudication af 24 
M s ~ h  2006, *om which it 3PPbPr8 Wt YOU intend tu lodge an appliuat~nu with the Ceurt on behalf of 
your client. It hre been glwn the above me-aumber, to which you must refer in any further 
oarterpoadonce ralrtlng to air cssc 

You will find mciosad a capy of the Cnnvnnrion nnd i ts  Prr~tncols, rhe taxr of Rules 45 fad 47 
nf the Rvle# of CbW. a mticc for prorpmtive appbicants and the aff~cial application form, with an 
cxplmtory note. 

If, afim a oaraftal stud~? ofthe forep;oing docunmts you arc satisfied that yaut case ~riecls all the 
~pprapriata criteria, ybu ehould fill in the applic~tian form carefully, legibly and complattly as it will 
provide the basis for the Court's exeuntnsi?ion. Tt shouJd ho accurnprmic=d by copies of all relevant 
documents. h pWic\dftr M y  d@cisi~ns of tWi~n&l COW or auU~udti~e which you wiah to challenge 
before the Court, Please do not send originah 8s thcy wlll put br: rc4-t1raccl to you by the Court. 

You must return the application form ud arly nfrcossaxy s~pp ln~n~atuy  i;lucumnm~u to the Cuurl 
wfthout undue dfilgy, and at the latest within 9Lx W C C ~ S  after receipt of thk p r ~ A ~ h t  I~tter. 
Otherwise yau fun the riek that the Court will not accept the date of p u r  f i t  letter a$ the data on 
which the application wan lodged wd may ccmclpquwtIy conclude that tho six-month time-limit for 
the m!nnisaian of spplimtions imdcu Artiolc 35 9 1 of tho Coavrlntion baa not beon cornplicd with, 

ZMPORTlVYT 
If the Registry foaohvee no response from yna, your complain~y wi!l bc taken to have been 

withdmwri and the file wanad in rrtqpcm nf the npplicatfnn will hc Amtroycd - wl#nut fmrtbcr 
*raring - oat year aficr dispatch of thir lettar 

Encs: Convention and Ptutuoole 
Nothc to ~pplicants 
Application farm and explanatory note 
AuthoAty fom (for Ic@ rcprcacsnt*tion) 
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the Court 

The Court 

* Hlstorlcai background 

Organlsatlon of the Court 
Basic information on procedures 

Court Information 
document 

1. General 

, compos~tlcrn of the court I. Any Contractlng State (State appllcatlon) or Indlvldual clalmlng to be a ulctim of a 

t Caniposltlon o f  the vlolatlon of the Conventlon (Indlvldual appllcatlon) may lodge directly wrth the Court In 

sections Strasbourg an appllc~tlon alleging a breach by a Contracting State of one of the Conventlon 
rlghts. A notlce for the guldenda of applrcants and forms for meking appl~catlbns may be 

JudQes' CV's and photos obtatned from the Reglstrv. 
How the court works 

2. The procedure before the European Court of Hutiiari Rlghts Is adversarial and publlc. 
' *,.A 'Ow - A , . u L  brrng , 

Iny to Hearings, whlch are held only in a rnrnorlty of cases, 8re publfc, unless the Chamber/trend 
LIIC Luurc! Chamber decldes oth'herwlsa on account of exceDtlonal clrcurnstances. Memorials and other 

* Information on trle ~ v u r t  d~curnents filed w ~ t h  the Court's Registry by thk partles are, In yrlnciple, ~ccesslble to  the 
bulldlng publlc. 

Procedure 

r Care gruccsslng flow chart 

Exncutlon 
How the execution of 
judgments works 

1 councll of Europe slte on 
the cxecutlon of judgments 

3. Indlvldual applicants mey present their awn cases, but lagal representation Is 
recommended, and Indeed usually raqulred once an appllcatlon has been communrcated to 
the respondent Government. The Co~~nci l  of Europe has set up a legal a ~ d  scheme for 
applicants who do not have sufficrent means. 

4. The afflclal languages of the Court are Engllsh and French, but appllcarions may be 
subm~tted in  one at the ofPlelal languages of the Contractlng States. Once the appllcatlon 
has been declared admlsslble, one of the Court's afflclal languages rnust be used, unless the 
Presrdent of the Chamber/Grand Chamber authorlses the continued use of the language of 
the application. 

2, AllmlStfblilty procedure 
The Ragistry 5. Each lndlvrdual appllcatlon Is asslgned to a Section, whose President des~gnates a 

1 Role of the Regrstry rapporteur. After a prellrnlnary examination of rhe case, the rapporteur de~ id lS  whether It: 
Drqbnlsnllon Chart s h ~ u l d  be dealt with by a three-member Committee or by a Chamber. 

The Budget 
v Budye1 

6. A Comrnlttee may declde, by unanlmous vote, to declare lnadmlsslbld or sttlke out an 
appllcatlon where i t  can do so wlthout further examinallon. 

7. Indivldual appllcatlons whlch are not declared inaclmlsslble by Committees, or whlch are 
referred dlrectly lo a Chamber by the repporteur, and State aypllcat~ons are examlned by a 
Chamber. Chambers determine both admlssibrlity and merlts. In separate decl51onS Or where 
approprlate together. 

8. Chambers may at any l ime rellnqulsh jurisdldian in Favour of the Grand Chamber wliere 
a case ralses a serious question uP Interpretation af the Conventlon or where there IS a risk 
of departlng froin exlstlng case-law, unless one of the partles objects to such rel~nqu~shment 
wlthln one month of notiflcatibr) OF the lntentlon to re l~hqdi~h.  In  the event of rellnqiilshment 
the procedure Followed Is the same as that set out below for Chambers. 

9. The flrst stage of the procedure I$ generally wntteh, although the Chamber may declde 
to hold e publlc hearlng, In yvhlrh cage Issues arising In relotlon to the rnerltS ~ l l l  normslly 
also be addressed. 

I D .  Declslons on adrnrss~b~lrty, which are taken by majorlty vote, rnust contam reasons and 
be made publlc. 

3. Procedure on the  merits 
11. Once the Chamber has declded to adrnlt the cippllcatlon, It may Invlte the parties tb 
submlt further evidence and wrltten absetvaYlon~, Including any tlalms f0r "just satisfattion" 
by the sppltcant. IF no hearlng has taken place at the mdmissibll~ty stage, It may dec~de to 



Chapter 11 

Institution of Proceedings 

Rtrle 4.5 
(Signatures) 

1 ,  Any application n ~ d o  under At-ticles 33 or 34 of the l'onventiun shall be subnlitted in 
writing and s h ~ l l  be signed by the applicant or by the applicanl'~ representative. 

2. Where an applicatiorl is mnde by a nun-governmental orgmiisation or by a group of 
individuals, it shall he signed by those pervorls competent to represent that orpanisatiot\ or 
group. The Chamber or Committcc concerned shall deternline m y  question as Lo whether the 
persons who have signed an application are competent to do so. 

3, Where applicants are represented in eccordlmce with Rule 36, a power of attorney or 
written authority to act shall be supplied by their representative or representatives. 

Rule 46 
(Contents of an Inter-State applica~ion) 

Any Crmtrwtinp Party or Parties intending to bring a case before the Cu~rrt under 
Article 33 of the Convention shall tile with the Registry MI application setting out 

(a) the name of the Coatracti~~g Party fkjpind which the application is made: 

(b) a statenlent of the facts; 

(cj rt stzitemerjt of the alleged violation(s) of the Convention and the relevant 
arguments: 

(d) tl statement on compliance wit11 the admissibility criteria (exhaustion of domestic 
remedies and the six-montl~ rule) laid down in Article 35 5 1 of the Conventiotl; 

(e) the object of the application and a general indiaatio~l of any clainls for just 
satisfaction made under Article 41 of the Convention on behalf of the alleged injured party or 
parties; and 

{f) the name and address of the persoii(s) lrppointed Agent; 

(g) copies of any relevant documents and in particulm the decisions. whether jl~dicinl 
or not, relating to the object of tlie ~pplicaijot~. 



H W ~ P  47' 
(Contents of  an individual application) 

1. Any application under AI-ticle 34 of the f'onvontiotl shall be made on the spplication 
tbt-m provided by the Registry. unless the President of the Section concerned decides 
otherwise. It sl~rsll set out 

(a) the name, date of birth. ndionality. sex. occupation and address of the appli~ant; 

(b) thename, wcuptiun and address nfsthe representative, if any; 

(c) the name of the Contracting Party or Parties against which the applicatio~l is 
made; 

(d j a succinct statement of the facts; 

(e) P succin~t~staterne~~t of the alleged viullrtion(8) of the Convention and the relevant 
argwnents; 

(25 n succiuct stntenle~lt on the applkant's compliance with the ndrnissibility criteria 
(exhaustion of domestic remedies and the six-montlr rule) laid down in Article 35 9 1 of the 
Convention; and 

(g) the object of the application; 

and be accompanied by 

(h) copies of any relevant documents and in particular the decisions, whether judicial 
or not, relating to the object of the applica~iotr. 

2. Applicants shall furthermore 

(8)  provide info:urmdk>n, notably the docurnelltr nnd dkecbiunv referred to in 
paragraph 1 (h) of this Rule, enabling it to be shown that the admissibility criteria (exhaustion 
of don-lestic remedies arld the six-month rule) laid down in Article 35 5 1 of the Convenrion 
have been satisfied; and 

(b) indicate wlietl>er they have suhmjtted their complni~its to any ather prcrceclurc of 
interaatio~ral i~lvestigation or senlemetlt. 

3 .  Applicant8 who do not wish their identity to be disclosed to the public shall so 
indicate 8nd shall submit a statement of tbc rQaaons justifying such a departure ti0111 the 
normal rule of public access Lo infortuatiou in.praceedhgs before the Courl. The President of 
the Chsmbrr may anthorise m~nymity ill exceptioilal and duly j~rstified cases. 

h 

1 .  As erncndcd by thc Court on 17 Junc and U July 2002. 



4. Failure to comply with the mquire~~~enls set out in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Rule 
may result in the applicaiian not being extimilled by the Court. 

5 .  The date of intrtduclion of  the application shall as a general rule be considered to be 
the dnte ofthe first c;ommunication fron~ the applicant setting out, eve11 s~rmrnarily, the object 
of the application. The Court 11z~y for good cause nevertheless bc ide  that a different date 
s h ~ i l  be considered to be the date of introduc.tion, 

6. Applicants shall keep the Court informed of any change of address and of all 
circumstances relevan1 to the application. 


